NR499 Wednesday, May 26, 12:00 noon-2:00 p-m.
Impairment in Adolescent Personality Disorders

Kenneth N. Levy, B.A,, Yale Psych Institute, PO. Box 12A Yale
Station, New Haven, CT 06520; Thomas H. McGlashan, M.D.,
William S. Edell, Ph.D., Kathy Garnet, M.A., Donald Quinlan,
Ph.D., David Greenfeld, M.D.

Summary:

Objective: To investigate the frequency and level of associated
impairment in adolescent personality disorder (PD) diagnoses.
Method: 104 adolescent inpatients at the Yale Psychiatric Institute
were reliably diagnosed using a structured interview for DSM-1I-R
Axis l personality disorders and assessed on the Global Assess-
ment of Functioning scale (GAF). Results: 36 patients had no PDs,
25 had one PD, 20 had two PDs and 23 had three more PDs.
Patients with a PD diagnosis were more impaired than those with-
out (t = 2.28, p < .03). Patients with = 2 PDs were more impaired
than patients with one or 0 PDs (F = 4.61, p < .01). Patients with
a diagnosis of borderline PD were the most impaired {t=3.02p
< .003). Number of PDs correlated significantly with GAF scores
(r = —.28, p <.002) as did total number of PD criteria met (r="
—.38, p < .001). Additionally, the criteria scores of borderline,
avoidant, and antisocial PD were associated with the greatest im-
pairment, while histrionic, paranoid, and narcissistic criteria scores
were associated with the least impairment. Conclusions: Patients
with PDs were more impaired than those without, especially those
with borderline PD. The greater the total number of Axis Il PDs and
number of criteria met, the more severe the functional impairment.



